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CAPTIONS FOR APPROVED PHOTOS


PR (1) Three Shrunken Heads
Shrunken heads were prepared and worn by the victor of a battle, believing the victim’s power would then be transferred to that victor. Popular in the mid-19th century, shrunken heads were a collectible which became so popular that Europeans created replica shrunken heads from unclaimed bodies. On loan from: Buffalo Museum of Science and San Diego Museum of Man. (Photo credit: Mummies of the World)

PR (2) The Orlovits Family
The Orlovits family is part of a group of 18th-century mummies uncovered in two long-forgotten burial crypts dating back to 1674 just north of Budapest in 1994 during reconstruction on parts of a Dominican church,  where 265 naturally mummified bodies were uncovered, including religious leaders and important local families who had been interred in the crypts between 1731 and 1838. Michael Orlovits (born 1765), Veronica Orlovits (born 1770), and Johannes Orlovits (born 1800), were among those preserved by the cool, dry air of the crypt and the oil from the pine boards used to build their coffins. (Photo credit: Mummies of the World)

PR (3) Nes-Hor
This mummy is that of man named Nes-Hor, which means “the one who belongs to Horus”. Horus is the falcon-headed god of hunting and warfare and is a symbol of power. Nes-Hor worked as a priest in the Temple of Min, in the city of Khent-Min (Akhmim). Nes-Hor’s sarcophagus was constructed from wood and shows many patches and repairs made during ancient times. A detailed study of the symbols on the sarcophagus identified Nes-Hor’s name, parents’ names and occupation. On loan from: Buffalo and Erie County Historical Society (Photo credit: Mummies of the World)

PR (4) Egyptian Cat Mummy
Dating back to the early Roman period, the Egyptian cat mummy in Mummies of the World shows how Egyptian cats were ritually embalmed in a lengthy process using salt and various resins. On loan from: Buffalo and Erie County Historical Society. (Photo credit: Mummies of the World)

PR (5) Naturally Mummified Lizard Mummy
Spiny-tailed lizard naturally mummified in the Sahara desert is an example of a modern-day mummy, probably less than 100 years old. Part of the Mummies of the World exhibition at Cincinnati Museum Center, it was mummified by the hot, dry air of the desert. (Photo credit: Mummies of the World)

PR (6) Baron von Holz
The Baron von Holz is a 17th-century nobleman who is believed to have died in or near Sommersdorf, Germany during the Thirty Years’ War (1618–48).  He was discovered in the family crypt underneath the church of the von Crailsheim family’s late 14th-century castle, where the bodies of five people had mummified naturally due to the environmental conditions.  
The Baron was still wearing his leather boots, as depicted in an 1833 lithograph of the mummies in the crypt(Photo credit: Mummies of the World)

PR (7) Ancient Egyptian Sarcophagus
The hieroglyphs of this beautiful sarcophagus tell us that it was made for a woman of wealth, likely more than 2,000 years old. Made by imported Lebanese cedar planks and joined with wooden dowels, decorated with columns of hieroglyphs, which are flanked on both sides with images of the four sons of Horus - from top to bottom: Hapy the baboon, Qebehsenuef the falcon, Duamutef the jackal, and finally Imsety the human-headed god.  On loan from: San Diego Museum of Man. (Photo credit: Mummies of the World)

PR (8) Peruvian Child Mummy
Naturally mummified due to the hot, dry conditions at the site of Lupo, Peru, this child mummy is known to be approximately six years old at the time of his or her death as determined by teeth analysis. Analysis of medical images of the child found that he or she had a severe curvature of the spine (scoliosis) and markings on his/her leg bones, called Harris Lines or growth arrest lines indicating that he/she had experienced possible malnutrition or chronic illness. On loan from: San Diego Museum of Man. (Photo credit: Mummies of the World)

PR (9) MUMAB
MUMAB, also known as the “Maryland Mummy,” is a modern-day ancient mummy created by scientists in 1994 using the same methods as ancient Egyptians. This project, conducted for scientific research purposes, gave mummy studies’ researchers insights into the processes used by the ancient Egyptians to prepare the dead for the afterlife. MUMAB is displayed with replicas of objects that would have been common for the dead to take into the afterlife, such as canopic jars and ushabtis, and the tools used for the mummification of the body. (Photo credit: Mummies of the World)

PR (10) The Burns Collection
The Burns Collection, from the University of Maryland, Baltimore, showcases historic mummies created to teach anatomy. These mummies were created during the early 19th century by Allen Burns, a Scottish anatomist. Burns developed his own method of mummification, the exact details of which are still unknown to this day. The specimens came to Baltimore, Maryland in 1820 and became a permanent part of the University of Maryland Medical School. Although the mummies are no longer used for teaching anatomy, they are important examples of how the subject was taught in the past and represent an unusual type of artificial mummification. (Photo credit: Mummies of the World)

PR (11) The Vanuatu Mummy
On the South Pacific Island of Vanuatu, near Papua New Guinea and Australia, ancestors were revered and it was of significant importance to care for an ancestor after his or her death. In order to keep the spirits and wisdom of the deceased close after they passed away, the culture followed a detailed process to preserve the head. Several months after burial, the 
skull was removed and the face remodeled over the skull, using plant fibers, clay and pigment. The face was then elaborately painted. It is believed that the deceased chose the style of the modeling and decoration prior to death, in many 
cases. (Photo credit: Mummies of the World)

PR (12) Coffin & Mummy Masks
Mummy Mask: masks made of cartonnage (linen or papyrus molded and covered with plaster) were often placed over the heads of the linen-wrapped mummies. Sometimes pieces were also made to cover the feet. This cartonnage mask was 
hand-molded into the shape of mummified head and painted. The yellow face has red lips and black and white eyes. The face is topped with a black headdress, which may have a winged cobra on the top. Around the neck is a painted ornamentation that looks like a beaded necklace. (Photo credit: Mummies of the World)

Coffin Mask: Unlike the caronnage mummy mask seen in this case, this wooden mask is likely from a coffin and did not rest directly on the mummy. The mask was hand carved and has a smiling face with large ears. The face was painted red, with black and white eyes and a tan and black headdress. Sometimes fake masks were made to sell to tourists and collectors, and the authenticity of this mask cannot be confirmed.  (Photo credit: Mummies of the World)
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